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Task I. Match to make proverbs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Total: 15 points  
 

Task II. Fill in each gap with one word to get a logically connected and grammatically correct 
text.  

The Story of the Cherry Tree 
It 1...... often been said that George Washington, America’s first president, never told a lie in his life. 
While this small ‘white lie’ 2....... still taught in some schools, most people realize that it 3...... not be true. 
The story goes that one day, after young George 4....... been given an axe for his birthday, he went out into 
the garden of the family home and chopped down his father’s favourite cherry tree. Of course, it wasn’t 
long before George’s father noticed the damage that had been done. When his father asked him if he had 
cut down the tree, George admitted 5...... it and apologized for his actions. Because he had been honest, 
George got 6.......with the ‘crime’ and was even praised 7....... his father. Although, nobody will ever know 
for certain what went      8...... that day in the Washington garden, it is known that George 9....... not have 
cut down the cherry tree because facts show that cherry trees 10....... not grown anywhere near George’s 
home in those days. 
 
 
 

Total: 20  points 
 
 

1. A bad workman a) saves nine 

2. Absence makes the heart b) is worth two in the bush 

3. Better half a loaf c) has a silver lining 

4. A drowning man will d) blows nobody any good 

5. In for a penny e) quarrels with his tools 

6. As you make your bed f) the sun shines 

7. Cut your coat g) call the kettle black 

8. Birds of a feather h) think alike 

9. A bird in the hand i) so must you lie in it 

10. Every cloud j) grow fonder 

11. Great minds k) clutch at a straw 

12. A stitch in time l) than no bread 

13. It's an ill wind that m) flock together 

14. Let not the pot n) in for a pound 

15. Make hay while o) according to your cloth 



         ПЕНЗЕНСКИЙ ГОСУДАРСТВЕННЫЙ УНИВЕРСИТЕТ 

        ОЛИМПИАДА «СУРСКИЕ ТАЛАНТЫ» 
АНГЛИЙСКИЙ ЯЗЫК – 2019 

 Task III. The sentences below are about Margaret Mitchell, arrange them into a logical 
order. 

 1. Born in Atlanta in 1900, she was especially proud of her long-established Atlanta family. 

 2. For years after the publication of her novel, she maintained a massive correspondence relating to the 
book. 

 3. Gone with the Wind was Margaret Mitchell’s only novel and (in spite of a few short stories that she 
wrote) her only truly successful literary output. 
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   4. She wrote: “I know of few other Atlanta people who can claim that their families have been  
associated as long and intimately, and sometimes prominently, with the birth and growth and 
history of this city.” 

    5. The most notable occasion was to attend the premier of the film Gone with the Wind 
at the Fox Theater in Atlanta in December 1939. 

   6.  Only rarely did she emerge from private life. 

   7. She met an untimely death in August 1949, when, crossing Peachtree Street with her 
husband, John Robert Marsh, she was struck and killed by a speeding taxicab. 

  8. Many of Hollywood’s celebrities were present, and amidst crowds of reporters 
and cameramen, actor Clark Gable said that the night belonged to her. 

 
Total:   16 points 

 
Task IV. Choose the correct answer. 

1. It’s only the second time I                a job interview. 
A. have 
B. am having 
C. have had  
D. have been having                                                                              (2 points) 

 

2. I’m thinking of buying a new fishing                .    
A. rod 
B. racket 
C. bat 
D. stick                                                                                                      (2 points)   

 

3. Call me as soon as you              your test results.        
A. get 
B. will get 
C. will have got 
D. will be getting                                                                                     (2 points)   

          
4. “Are you still taking your exams?” “Yes, but by this time next week              my 

last one!”   
A. I’m finishing 
B. I’ll finish 
C. I’ll have finished 
D. I’ll have been finishing                                                                       (2 points)   
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5. When they thought they had enough evidence, the police               the man with 
murder. 

A. charged 
B. suspected 
C. arrested 
D. investigated                                                                                         (2 points)   

 

6. If you                 so bad-tempered, Julie wouldn’t have got annoyed with you. 
A. haven’t been 
B. weren’t 
C. wouldn’t have been 
D. won’t have been                                                                                  (2 points)   

 

7. I’m in two                      about whether to go to the wedding or not. 
A. brains 
B. thoughts 
C. minds 
D. heads                                                                                                        (2 points)   

 

8. The company spends more on advertising                          to increase sales. 
A. order 
B. so 
C. so as 
D. for                                                                                                              (2 points)   

 

9. The top is your colour, but are you sure it                           you? It looks a bit big. 
A. suits 
B. fits 
C. matches 
D. goes                                                                                                          (2 points)   

 

10. Most people who work in the centre of London                        from the suburbs 
every morning. 

A. commute 
B. deliver 
C. connect 
D. spread                                                                                                       (2 points)   

 

11. It’s about time you                       yourself a job. 
A. got  
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B. get 
C. will get 
D. had got                                                                                                      (2 points)   

 

12. I know you don’t like saving money, but suppose you                 your job. What 
then? 

A. will lose 
B. lost 
C. are losing 
D. would lose                                                                                                 (2 points)   

                                                                                                                   Total: 24 points  
    
 Task V. Here is a list of 25 words. Put them into the correct group (1-6) 
according to their vowel sound. Add ONE more word to each group. Pay attention 
to the sound in the key word.  There are two extra words that do not fit in any 
group.  

 
Weight, course, pause, fur, bury, caught, sauce, bruise, peal, key, heard, bread, isle, 
sight, sword, crews, waste, rain, floor, raise, seas, praise, suite, paste, hall 

 

  Group 1 – date: 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 Group 2 – ball: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 Group 3 – turn: 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 Group 4 – foot: 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 Group 5 – red: 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Group 6 – tree: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                                                                                                                                  Total: 13  points 
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Task VI. Put each verb in brackets into a suitable verb form. 

 
1. I (wait) ___________________________________ for you for the past hour! What 
(you do) ___________________________________ all this time? 

2. While I (walk) ___________________________________ to the bus-stop, I 
realised I (leave) ___________________________________ the cooker on. 

3. Why didn’t you phone me? If I (know) ________________________________ 
you were ill, I (come) ___________________________________ to see you. 

                                                                                                                Total: 12  points 


